ANALYSIS IN THE LATENCY PERIOD

of aggression against her mother, which arose out of the Oedipus
situation, and her wish to rob her of her children had strengthened
these early feelings of guilt and led to a very deep, though concealed,
fear of her mother. This was why she was unable to maintain the
feminine position and tried to identify herself with her father. But
she was also unable to accept the homosexual position, on account
of an excessive fear of her father, whose penis she wanted to steal.
To this was added her feeling of inability to do in consequence of
her inability to know (i.e. the early frustration of her desire for
knowledge) to which her position as youngest child had contributed.
She therefore failed at school in the activities that answered to her
masculine components; nor, since she could not maintain the
feminine position, which involved the conception and bearing of
children in phantasy, was she able to develop feminine sublimations
derived from that position. Owing to her anxiety and feelings of
guilt, moreover, she also failed in the relation of child to mother
(e.g. in her relation to the school-mistress), since she unconsciously
equated the absorption of knowledge with the gratification of oral-
sadistic desires, and this involved the destruction of her mother's
breast and her father's penis.

While Inge was a failure in reality, in imagination she played
every role. Thus in the game I have described, in which she played
the part of office-manager, she represented her successes in the role
of father; as the school-mistress she had numerous children, and at
the same time exchanged her role of the youngest child for that of
the oldest and most intelligent; while in the game of being a seller
of toys and food, admittedly by a double displacement of roles, she
reversed the oral frustrations.

I have brought this case forward to show how, in order to classify
the underlying psychological connections, we have to investigate not
only all the details of a given game but the reason why one game is
changed for another. I have often found that such a change of game
allows us an insight into the causes of changes from one psychological
position to another or of fluctuations between such positions, and
hence into the dynamics of the interplay of the forces of the mind.

The next case gives an opportunity of demonstrating the applica-
tion of a mixed technique. Kenneth, aged nine and a half, a very
infantile boy for his age, was fearful, shy and seriously inhibited, and
he suffered from severe anxiety. From an early age he had suffered
to a marked degree from morbid brooding. He was a complete
failure at his lessons, his knowledge of school subjects being that of
a child of about seven. At home he was exceedingly aggressive,
sneering and difficult to control. His unsublimated and apparently
uninhibited interest in all sexual matters was unusual; he used
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